HISTORY OF TRANSPLANTING MOUNTAIN SHEEP - ARIZONA
RAYMOND LEE, Arizrona Game and Fish Department, 2221 W. Greenway Road, Phoenix, AZ 85023

Bighorn sheep in Arizona were once relatively abundant, and much more widely distribuled than at
present. Once numbering in the tens of thousands and occurring in almost every major mountain mass in the
state, by the late 19308 Anzona®s bighom shecp population had been reduced to only 1,000 desert bighom
sheep along the Colorado River and its tributaries (Brown 1989,

In 1955, the Anrona Game and Fish Depariment {AGFD) began efforts to reintroduce bighom sheep
into historic ranges. Since that time, in some 70 transplant operations, over 1,200 animals have been
captured in arcas of relatively abundant populations and relessed inlo historic habital. Additional captures
hove been made 1o provide transplant stock to other states (o augment their bighom populations. To date,
208 desert bighom sheep have been provided to other states, including 99 desert sheep sent to Colorado in
trache for Rocky Mountain bighom sheep (RMBS).

On May 10, 1979, 8 RMBS captured in Rocky Mountain National Park were released near Bush
Creek in the Upper Blue River area of Game Management Unit 27 (Table 1) On March 20, 1980, 12
additional RMBS captured near Tarrvall, Colorado were released at Bush Creck (Table 1)

Table 1. Rocky Mountain bighom sheap relaasss mades fnlo Arzona,

Captura Mumbeai MHusmibar
Crat Capiume Site Roloma Sim Gaptured  Rebeasad
BRITE Rocky Mountain Natonal Park, CO Bush Creak, Bius River (GMLU 27) 8 &
AHGED Roeky Mountain NaSanal Park, S0 Bush Croak, Bius River (GRMLU 77} 12 2
2mhd Colomdo Springs, CO Blus Admin. Sie [GMLI 27) b | 21
TR2afa Gunnisan, GO JOK Ranch, Biue River (GMLU 2T} 2B T

The Mew Mexoco Game and Fish Department transplanted RMBS into the Gila National Forest
plong the Arzona-MNew Mexaco state ne, In 1964, 10 RMBS were captured in Banfl National Park and
released near Turkey Creele In 1965, 16 RMBS were captured in the Sandisg (which had previously received
sheep from BanfT) and relessed along the San Francisco River near the state ling. Some of these animals
oocasionally moved oo Anzonp. The present population of RMBS in Anzona is, therefore, derived from the
oeiginal transplants dirceily from Colorado, and indirectly via New Mexico,

Since these ongenal transplants, litthe work had been done with Anzona's RMBS, with
efforis and public nterest directod townrds desert bighom sheep, 'With the opening of 8 lnmiing season and
the allowance of a once in a lifetime RMBS 1o o along with a once in a lifetime desert bighom sheep, indorest
in the RMBS incrensed deamatically,

Duiring surmmer 1992, AGFD developed n project (o scquire additional information regarding RMBS,
1o help ensre the snccess of future transplants and to snswer several other management questions regarding
the shoep: distribution and movements; moriality patierns and causes; whether there was still movement
acrods the AnsonaMew Mexico stode ling, survey observalion rales in the habstod types inhabitated by
RMBS; and domestic livestock discase titers and vitamin deficiencies in the RMBS population. Results of
thiz work were presented at the Desent Bighom Council Mestings (HefTelfinger et al, 1995),

The AGFD retained their interest in transplanting additional RMBS 10 further establish the
subspecies in Arizona by forming a contiguous population. In 1994 and 1995, 48 RMBS were captured in
Colorado and relcased along the Blue River in Game Management Unit 27 (Table 1) These animals are



eurrently being radio-tracked to determing their distribution snd level and cause of mortality. The RMBS
populations in Arizons have boen very productive, The present population is estimated st 300 animals.
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