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Speeial parmiis for bighor shoep have been widely discussed disring sympoaia of the Northem Wikl
Ehvep and Goat Coancil, and were the object of a resolution published with the 1988 proceedings.  Following the
extcnsion of this practice 1o the provinee of Albcrta in 1995, 1 suggesicd 1o the Caprinac specialist group of the
Species Survival Commission ($5C) of the Internntional Unioa for the Conservation of Matare (TUCHN), of which |
am & member, a position salement.  As spocial permits appear likely to be used increasingly as a fand-raiging
technigue, the TUCN Caprinae group should formulate o position on this marer, We want to bring special permits
i the atienbion of the mtermational conscrvation commumity and to cncoursge a debaie on the use of funds
peneroted by iheso permits. We are paricularly concerned with how special permits may affest conservabion of
caprin species in Asin. The statement commends: the involvement of non-governmental organizations and stresses
that funds generated by special permits shoald go towands conservation programs. A concem shared by the [UCH
group and the NWEGT is that the funds generaled by special permitd may be isied [or propedts of dubioss valus,
with no clear management or conservation goals.

1 drafted o statement and cerculated it 1o TUCH S50 caprinse group members within Marth Amenca
After commenis by some member | redmfled the statement and sent copies to all group members (about 30) as well
a3 1o # long-standing members of the WWSGE, chosen pastly upon their geographical distribution. Many ol thess
people had direct expericnce with different aspects of special permits, and 5 of them commented on the positicn
gimiement. Those commenis were extremedy weful. Ofihe 12 or so MICN group members that sent me comment,
only onc was sgaing the stasement. Al the 1596 mocting n Silvenbome, the WWSGC chairman suggestod that
the pesition statement be included in the Procecdings, and this suggerstion was sccepied during the buginess
meeting. Therefore you will find here the exact text of the siastement and its introduction, as it will be pablished in
the newsletter of the [UCH caprinae specialisi groap.

History and definition of special permits

Beginning in the carly 1980z, several US states with huntable populations of bighom shoep (Chvis
canndersis) hove each suctioned one or mare gpecial hunting permits each yvear. A4 least one siale, Colorado, has
auctioned n special mounisin goat (Preamnos amerfcanis) permit. These permits ane sold to the highest bidder
S‘pmdpmmu{uﬂmmﬁmndmnhﬂnmwﬁpnmu'hﬂ:lﬁmmmnﬂhderm Wyoming,
Utah, ldaho, Arizona, Nevada, Morth Dakots, Oregon, Califomin. The practice extended io the Canadian province
of Albenin in 1995 and io Mongolia in 1996, Most ssctions ore organized by ihe Foundation for Morth Amencan
Wild Sheep, a non-government group that then either directly administers the funds obiained through the suction,
or keeps o percentage: while handing over the rest 1o state or provingial wildlife management agencies, An
aliernative type of specinl permit is a maifle, where interested individuals buy one or mose of o limited number of
tickels sold ot & fixed price. A single ticket is then drawn ina lottery, The owner of the winnmng ticket obtains the
specinl permil.

In this statement, "special permil® refers 1o hunting permits sold through an asétion (ihe number of
permiiz is Mxed but their price & ot known wnti] the ascliion) or through & mifie (the total number and wnit price
of tickets nre gat). The expliclt goal of epecinl permits is 1o mise large amounts of funds. Therefone, special
permils are distined from the 'normal’ game licenses thal are sold at a (ixed proce as part of regular management
programs. Special permits are usually made avatlable in addition 1o hunting oppartunities provided through
regular seacons, draws etc., and can inclsde special privileges, such as extended seasons or a wide cholos of
snting arcas. Some recent specand permits for bighom sheep have letched over US $200,000, and the revenus
gensmnied by thess permils may incrssse in the futare, Special permuits bear some resemvhlanc: (o hunting pamals
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for capnns that are sold &t very gh prices by several countrics 10 foreign hnters. In both cases, oblaining the
highest posslble revenue appears to be the goal of the permii.

A very informative discussion of Lhe advantages and disadvantages of spocial permits was presented by
G.L Erickson in 1988 in the Proceedings of the Northern Wild Sheep and Goat Coancil. The Council published
its recommendations in the same Procoedings, Those recommendations provided guidelines for how the system
sleould be nan and Tor ldw the nsney gendratad by Lhe asctions should b allocated.

Particularly i view af the ereasing inemanonal scope of this acthvity, it B opporune for the IUCHASC
Caprin Specialist Group fo express its opinion on spocial permits. The objective of this position statement i 1o
briefly consider the posittve end negntive nspects of special permiis, and to wesue guidelines 1o ensure thai this
practice has o positive effect upon the conservation of wild capring. Sales of special permits could be of interest as
A fund-raising method to IUCH specialist groups concemed with other taxa subject 1o spont hunting.

POSITION STATEMENT

WHEREAS specinl permits can provide substantial funds for the conservation, management and susdy of wild
aprins,

WHEREAS specin] permits ilhustrate the economic value of live wild caprins, and thesefore encourage the
prodectaon all s populstions and habilst

WHEREAS the practice of issuing special permits is presently mostly Hmited to North America but may be of
interesl bo olher caprinas range vliles.

WHEREAS special permils may contribuic to the perception of caprins as *trophy® animals, valssd almost
exclusively for the size of the males’ homs.

WHEREAS property-publicized mailles could rmaise substantial amoanis of funds
WHEREAS it b extremely impontant that the lorge sums raised by special permits be used anly for wildlifs
MARAGEMENE OF CONSCrvalion

THE IUCN CAPRIN SPECIALIST GROUP:

APPLAUDS the invelvement of non-govemmensal organizations in the administranon of spocial permits,
CONDEMMNS the use of funds ponerated by such special pormits for uscs ather than consermtion (including
ecducation on conservation isswes), manapement, and study of wild caprins and their habitat or, within reasonabie
limiis, siminisimmiion of ihe special permii progmm.

RECOMMENDS AGAINST the suctioning of special permits to hunt caprins whenever rilles are a viable
alicrmative.

SUPPORTS the use of raffles to draw single spocial pormits (o hant coprins to mise funds for consermison,
provided such raffles are conducted according 1o the following guidelines:

THE NUMBER of special permiis must be lmated to one per specics por junsdiction {a geogrmphical srca under

the control of o wildlife manxgement agency, Fuch as a country, state, provingg or lermilory) per year, and must ned
have adverse impacts on the specict or on the availability of huntable ansmals io other hunters.
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CRITERIA used for setting the number of special permits must be based exclusively on scientific principles and

conscrvation objectives. The sathorty responsible for sciting regulations periaining 1o spocial permits miust seck
the inpul of wildlife managess and scrontists, o5 well as of mierested partses such as local hunter and conservation
groups, landowners, indigenous groups and any mditional wsers of the species concermsd.

REGULATIONS detailing fhe iren and season of the hunt must be clearly specified and musl be enfioreed.
Holders of special pamiiz should not be given henting privileges nol allowsd 1o other humters, such as permizsion
t0 hunt in profeciod arcas, special umting scasons during the mit, or permission 1o use weapons, vehicles, bail
stationg or other hunting lechaigues thal e normally nol permatiad

ALL FUNDS from the mifle, other than reasonabls amounis nesded for sdminisration and poblicity, must be
usad for conservation sclivitics such s rescarch, habitat protection, land purchase for conservalion, censuses,
enforcement ol wildlife law and edueational programs,

CRITERIA for awarding of funds, or for wse of fands by government agencics, musl be made public before special
permite are gold and muset be respected. Thees eriteria must inclods says to aseses whether conservation
objectives will have been met by the programes that will be funded. I funds are awarded through competition o
noN-govemment groups or reseanchers, competitions males must be clear, based on scientific and conservation
priovities, and must be respecied

FINARCIAL STATEMENTS sccounting for the use of all funds generated by ibe mifle musi be avatlable to the
public.

PUBLICITY on the usé of finds must be nmade available to prospective maifMle ticket buyers and 1o the general
public.
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