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QUESTION: Does your state or province have
an identifiable sheep
management program?

The provinea of British Columbia has an

identiiable, but |sosely  structured

managemant program.

shesp

QUESTION: What is your guiding policy
slatementy

Provincial policy i to retain the existing herds and
their supporting habitat.

QUESTION: What are your management
goals?

Managemant goals ara;

1. Mamnlwin an opimum abundance of the various
spacies and subspecies

2. Provide reasonable levels of consumptive and
non-consumpiive uses of the resource

QUESTION: What methods do you use o
reach them?

Managermaent planning is guided by a Praliminary
Mountain Sheep Management Plan for British
Calumixa

Regional sheep management plans are developed
for each region of the province where shesp occur
{all regions except Vancouver Island and Lower
Mainland). Provincial program coordination &
aversesn by the Wildlife Branch in Victora.

QUESTION: Hew much affart is devoted ta
reaching them?

Wilkdlile managers spend a deproporiionats amount
of ime on mountain sheep managemaent over the

managemeant of ather wildiife species.  Howewver,
there are no provincial personnel who are
employed exclusively lo manage mountain sheep,

QUESTION: What is your operating budget
for sheep managemeant?

Mo specific oparational funds are sel aside annually
for sheep management in the province.

Other Agency Participation in
Management In British Columbia

Sheep

Other agencies regularly or intermittently invoived
in sheep managemeni in the province are:
Foundstion for MNorth American Wid Sheep
[FHAWS), B.C. Wildie Fedaration; Guide Outfitlers
Associatan of B.C., Habdtat Conservation Fund of
B.C.: Wid Sheep Society of B.C.; Nature Trust of
B.C.; Matwre Conservancy of Canada: Cansdian
Wildlife ZSernvice; Okanagan Regional Wildlife
Hertage Fund. Koolenay Wildlife Hertage Fund;
East Kootenay Hunters Association, and Eant
Kootenay Wikdife Association.

Additional Funding and Foundation for Noerth
American Wild Sheep Participation

Mo tabulabion of the monetary or staff lime
contribubons of thess agencies toward sheep
managoment in tha province is avallable, FMAWS
has been a fairly consistent contributor toward
provincal sheep management, with approamately
210,000 recénved annually. The province has nal
yet approved the donation of a sheep hunting
permil io FMNAWS for auction

DISCUSSION

The Widlife Branch of BC, BMaslty af
Enviraonment, Lands. and Parks coordinates the
mountain sheep managamen! program m iho
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phtvince, Two speceés and four races of mauntain
sheap occur in British Columbia.

Thinhom sheep (Owvis dail) are located only in the
norihern hall of the province and numbers are
ssimated st 12,000, Approgmately 11,500 of
these ame classed as Stone sheep (Owiz dall
sfoned and approdmately S00 as Dall sheap (Owis

clalt cla).

Bighom sheep (Ovis canedensis) are located in the
ceniral and southern portions of the province and
numbers are estimated at 8000. Approximately
4 500 of these are classed as California bigharm
shesp (Owis canadensis calforniana)  and
approsdmately 3,500 as Rocky Mountain bighom
sheep (Ovis canadensis canadensis),

hanagement achaties have pimarnily been devolod
lo safting sheep hunting regulations and carrying
out seleciive population surveys. Other important
actvibes camed out o varying degrees andfor in
vanous regions include populaion transplants,
range asseassmoents, habitat acquisiions, and
habital enhancemants.

Harvest regulations are mainly centered on open
season ram hunting, using a curl regulation to lmit
harvasts. Whaere "limited entry hunting” (draw for
parmils) occurs, there iz & trend toward “any-ram”
regulations, Permil ewe hunting also occurs on
som# bighom sheep populatons. Monresident
husnting = regulated in most areas by the allocaton
of a quota to licensed guide autfitters.

Some of the mountain sheep management issues
of concern in the province of Britsh Columbila are:

1. An up-to-dale provincial mountain sheep
managemant plan has not been developed.

2. As the operational management of mountain
sheep populations i strongly regionalized,
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some difficulties occur in developing a fully
coardinated provincial management program,
To SO exteEnt, the personal
philosophies/preferences of indnidual regional
wildiife biologists determina the type of program
fallowed in a region.

. Mountain shesp population inventorysurvey

data & inadequate {or in some areas virtually
non-edstent) in all regions of the province.

. The mortailty factors that are controlling the

numbars of mountain sheep are nol adequately
undersiood in most populations. However, wolf
predation on thinhom sheep and cougar and
coyote predabion on bighorn sheep are known
to be important modally factors for some

populations.

Horm-cur regulations continug o be of some
administratve concern. Difficulties in handling
enforcement and huntor appeaks following
confiscation of marginal sheep, although not

numerous, are fime consuming for stall and a
traumatic axpanance for indiidual huntars.

. The need to more effectvely controliregulate

the abonginal sustenance hunting of ram
mountain sheep has been increasingly
racogmired in recenl yoars.

. The transmiéssion of diseases o mountam

sheep from domestic ivestock confinues to be
of concem. The increasing use of domeskic
sheep grazing as a foresl silvicullure brush
conlrol measiens could result in the axpaswrse of
wild sheap to domestic sheep diseases. Also.
the importaion of exobc sheep (1.8, barbary
sheep, mouflon shoep) by some domestic
Ivestock interests have disease ransmisson
and genetc interbreeding implications for
indigenous mountain sheep.



