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Litele inforsation ia available on early populacions of sountaim gosts in Bricish Columbin.
The earliesk focorded account af this apscies in Bricish Columbia was by David Thespeen in 1307,
The "Inwentocy of the Matural Resowsces of Bcltish Colesbia' (1964) glves an eatimated population
of 100,000 sowncein gosrs in chs province in 1961. Since that tioe, declines have taken place la
mamy herds. The current 1977 secimaced pojulacion s 63,000 (Blower [1977). In several aress the
declines are accributed to cyer-huncing snd in others due to eewere wintern or @ eosbinacion of
bobh ovar-hunting and sever weacher (Fhalps ez al. 19780,

CIREENT DISTRIBITION

Houmtoin goats are fognd in sosr of the souncainows sress of the prowioce, except for Vancoower
[sland. They ate foumd from ses level mlomg che west coowt co elevations ower 1500m in che Rockies.
Approximatiély I5 parcent of lands of Briclsh Colisbia wupport mountein goacw (Fig. 1 and Table 1)
fn st least sedepats nusbors (Blover 1977).

Tabla 1. A sumary of the distcibution and telstive sbundsnce of smmtaln gosts Ln Briglsh
Colusbhin {(Alowar 1877).

HELATIVE CATEGURIES
population Projecticn
Based an Abundance
R MADERATE PLENTIFIN. tategories
Resource
Hamagemant Aren in E of Eq in I of Area in £ of Esrimared £ of
Ragion kel Peov. Prow, Frov., Fusber of Prov.
Humbar Total Tocal Tocmd Animals Total
1 0% 1 637 | 290 4 110 k|
2 1422 16 TIA% T 157 2 12800 5
1840 ? 1774 | 551 1 A060 &
& 1119 ) 1583 12 483 [ T8 ]
5 1752 i J&68 12 NTL: L1} &l110 T
] 0GR I8 10660 35 ST97 Té 13360 % |
7 BATY 13 7918 i1 k[T | 10840 17
o S T 100 30511 100 631 100 82730 100
REGTONS

Cacegoriest Few = 1 goar per 1.5 = !O‘t!: (Est. weg. = 1| goatsi2im?)
doderacs - 1 goot paT :lﬂfi avg. ™ 1 gosc/. 1
Plentiful - aver 1 goat par .Jkm? (Est. avg. = 1 goat/.Jemd)

Ledssor's note. Faper mot part of Sysposium.
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Flgure 1. Houscain Coatr Dlscelbution in Beitish Colusbia.
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Only ona incroduction has been made in this proviece. Is 1936, four scuntein goats were
trannferred from Banff, Alberta to Vancouwer Ialand. Thess apizals wers lastc Teported §m 194l
{Bcielsh Colisbla Dass Cossm. 1926 - 194)3.) [e appaara thae thare La probably habitar char waald
suppart mountain goacs oo Yancouver Island. In view of the success of tranaplants ia other areas,
comaiderarion la baing given co che powsfhdlicy of a transplant te this acsa.

Aiérial surveys, usually by halicopter, are ussd to provida sost of che information om goat
distribucion sod cusbers. Accesaible herda are also counted from Ehe ground. Thans data arae
mpplossnced by informarion on disccibmtion provided by hunters aod guldes. The discribution infor-
macion Lle far sore rellsble chan the populacion ssci=aces.

Hountain goats inhablt the roughest poasible Eerraln in the scuntaln canges of the pravingd,
from sas level to shove cimbarline. Umelly they are found within easny cesch of rocky bluffs ar
crage for hasty recreat from sny danger. They smay cravel short distances chrough forests and
valleys, but will seldom limger there. Although deep snows say force ches to lowsr elevations,
ekey prefer co remais high in the mountaine, seeking out windswept slopes of low snow depch, usually
with woutharn oF WeNteTH SXpoRUTQE.

rri-l::l‘.“ acciviciss begin when adoir males slaosh brush with their boros and dig roc Beds.
Matimg sctivity reaches a peak betwesn Wovember and early Decesber. Parcurition cocurs from May co
Jund. Whan she Ll about ©o give birch, tha mannie seoks cut o secluded, sheltered locatiom, some=
cimaa im & cave or undar a largs ovechang of rock. Typically, it is the roughest plasca of tercain
in the scuntals goat's habltat. COsually saly one kid i bown, bub twines do occur. At birth, the
kid iw about 30ca loog, welghs 2.5 to 3.95kg and is clothed in white wiol. The asnnie femains in
chin mursary area for abouc 10 doyw, wntil che young kid im able co follow her and join che herd.

MOMTALITY

Gurvival of the mountain goat im greacly dependsnt upon tha availabilicy of suirable wiscering
aveas. Hide amd yearlisgs experiescs the gréstest sortality. Deaths are attributed in part Ea
adverss woather conditions in winter. Desp soows lower the avadllabilicy of food and make the
anizmal more suscepcibla to disease, parasifes, predacors and sccidents. Hountaisn goscs are subject
ca heavy infectioss of lungeorse snd incestinel parssites. Thess coan be damsging, especially wvhen
combined with evitical winger conditions of zold, soov and fopd shortage. Other disesszs
idencified In souncaln geats frce Bricish Columbin include! actisonveonls, pessdotuberculasia
{Cowan 1951), contagicus scthyma (Samusl st al. 1975}, and whicte susale dinsase (Hebert and Cowan
1971).

Fredation of mountain goats seess co be a minor facror im limitimg goat populacions. Coogars
apd coyotes hawe Loch besn ohasrved to prey op scuntain gosts and some reporte credic sagles wich
caking kida, bor the lacter is probably o rare soourremce. Wolvew, bears, bobcate, and wolverine
alen pray on them Lf given the opportuonity. Altbough scuntain goats choose to sesk safety im
cecreating to escaps terrainm, they will sset an sggressor, and if nsecessary, will use cheir
sctilieece=1ike hormm to Infllizt injury om cha pradacer (Wright, wuodaced).

héeldents are &4 majory causs of death, Although they bave been obsatved to fall short distances
without appacest Injury, many scoldentas do occur through fighting oc slipping. Avalanches have
been known to take several goats atr a cies (Wrighc, undaced}.

MANAGEMENT

Hon-hunted populations — Hunting closures were established s British Colusbila by suthorlcy
af the & At in « GClosurés have Incceamed In mimber &nd arem sioce that tise bot often
have basn inetifuted after the godik populations had been redoced. Ovar=heinting of populacions

win often misked by the lack of decailed Informatiom oo honcer cake by area. The cocal kill din
several large sreas remained srable only because am one popularionm declised from over-hunt ing a

nev population vas made accessible to tunters (Fhelps et al. 1975).
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Since 1970, several mccesslble areas Bave Besn met anids By cha Fish and Wildlife Bramch far
pon-connuaptiva wtilization. In addicion to these areas, ddveral HMational and Provincisl Parke as
will an Ecologilcal Reserves haws goat populations whieh are wnbunted.

Honted Populations - Seasons have bocome more and sore rescriccive o procect goar popularions
from pver=harvescing. Theas restriction have conpletmd of: sbortenisg che lengch of che saseos;
reduction in bag limits| area clpgures: limited entry honeing: =ales only seasens: and, compulsory
iaspection af goat caksh. Hag limics afe now oné goat of any afe of BBx per Eeamon. Hoat of the
Aresd have & alx Jeek dedion, However, eeanon length varles froa 22 days b0 slx =mths on ose
lisited enktcy afed. Hecauns of tha difficulty in distinguishing sales from females under field
conditions, male only seeasoos have oot heen sacisfactory.

Hunting Pressurs and Soat Harvests = [n 1965, & saximem of LS00 resident goac himters, plos
and unknowm numboer of nop-cemident goat humcers cook an escimmced 3517 gomcs. By 1973, tha mumbar
of remidant humters had despped to 1046, & 5213 decline. Duriag this perisd, the catal harvest
droppad ta LOST poacs, a decline of 58E.

Tahle 2. Shows the barvest by residenis and poo-residencs from 1969 = 1976

Provincial Rumtimg Pressurs and Harvas:

196% - 1976
Eesident Remident Non=resident Total Eacimaced
Toar Huncers Harvesr Harvewr Harvest
1963 4340 N T 250 2317
1966 150 1762 a7e 2441
1967 3538 1577 567 kAT
1968 Lo lasl 820 un
1769 95 1557 &5 2252
1970 91 1386 0% 1991
1371 2355 i 551 iu7a
1973 3240 T &aT L18g
1971 =T L b 565 537 1&13
1574 2069 BT BT | 855
1973 2064 il L35 1057
1974 ann 493 186 ERL

The reported ratloa ia the kill as reperted by hanters baa svecaged 37 adolc males, 39T sdulc
fomaled and =5 juveicllos.

Informstion From Busters = Wumters are ashed Eo report age, sex, locacion snd dace of sach
poat killed. Cospulsory inspection wan inecituced In 1976. Sweccesaful Buncers suat bring the
horne and lewver fav fres any sountain goak Willed o am smplovées of the Fiah and Wildlife Branch.
Hyrn ssasucesants are sade and an inefsor tooth L4 reseved for aglng. HAenting effort by time and
aréa isn ales récorded.

MAHASTMPNT FROBLEMS

Gverhunting = Incressed sccess has Tesuleed in many of Bricish Colusbisi's mountain goat
populacions Baing everhunced. HMHaintaining an scceptable leval af harvest withegt dpletiag tha
bage bresding population 1s difficult. Costs utllize cliffs and hloffs for escape cowwr. Thiws in
addition to thelr low produccivicy maks thes particelarly wulnsrable ro owerhunting.
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POPULAT ION  INFORMAT TON

Obeaining the information necedsary for sound management ls ofcen comcly and diffieule.
Raliabla infor=acionm om herd size, compowitien, recruitmenmt, ond sortalicy ip ofcen Lacking.
Analynis of asx and age date cheainad {rom compulaary inspecticnE of himtar killed ani=ale By the
Fish and Wildiife personnel abould yield wvaluable data on the sex and age composition of tha harveat.
Thim will be wseful in cegulating the teke Eo provent overharvesting.
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